
Realistic Fiction
The Thing About 

Jellyfish
Ali Benjamin

After her best friend dies in a drowning 
accident, Suzy is convinced that the true cause 
of the tragedy must have been a rare jellyfish 
sting-things don't just happen for no reason. 
Retreating into a silent world of imagination, 
she crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it 
means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's 
achingly heartfelt journey explores life, death, 
the astonishing wonder of the universe...and 
the potential for love and hope right next door.

Informational 
Nonfiction

The Survival Guide 
to Bullying

Aija Mayrock

The Survival Guide to Bullying covers everything 
from cyber bullying to how to deal with fear and how 
to create the life you dream of having. From inspiring 
"roems" (rap poems), survival tips, personal stories, 
and quick quizzes, this book will light the way to a 
brighter future. This updated edition also features 
new, never-before-seen content including a chapter 
about how to talk to parents, an epilogue, and an 
exclusive Q&A with the author.

MVMS
Summer 
Reading

2017

7th & 8th 
Grades

Go to the following link or scan 
the QR Code to submit your 

choice.

http://goo.gl/tB8hTj
The MVMS Summer Reading program is designed to encourage 
students and their families to read middle school literature from a 
variety of different genres. Our goal is to peak student interest, inspire 
critical thinking and problem solving, think about the world around 
them, encourage empathy for others with differences, and challenge 
our students as readers. With that in mind, the interest level of all the 
selected books is for middle school students. However, some of the 
book selections may contain sensitive material and deal with more 
mature themes. Although the Summer Reading program is required 
for all students, they are allowed to choose their own Summer 
Reading book form the list of titles in this brochure. Students are 
encouraged to find more information about all of the books by reading 
the descriptions in this brochure and searching online before making 
their choice. For all currently enrolled students, there will be events at 
the end of the school year that will allow students to explore each book 
before making their choice.
Disclaimer: All title descriptions were found on Amazon.com

Realistic Fiction
Raymie 

Nightingale
Kate DiCamillo

Raymie Clarke has come to realize that 
everything, absolutely everything, depends on 
her. And she has a plan. If Raymie can win the 
Little Miss Central Florida Tire competition, 
then her father, who left town two days ago, 
will see Raymie's picture in the paper and 
(maybe) come home. To win, not only does 
Raymie have to do good deeds and learn how 
to twirl a baton; she also has to contend with 
two girls as her competition. But as the 
competition approaches, loneliness, loss, and 
unanswerable questions draw the three girls 
into an unlikely friendship.

Informational 
Nonfiction

Real Kids, Real Stories, 
Real Change: 

Courageous Actions 
Around the World
Garth Sundem

Eleven-year-old Tilly saved lives in Thailand by 
warning people that a tsunami was coming. 
Fifteen-year-old Malika fought against segregation in 
her Alabama town. Ten-year-old Jean-Dominic won 
a battle against pesticides—and the cancer they 
caused in his body. Six-year-old Ryan raised 
$800,000 to drill water wells in Africa. And 
twelve-year-old Haruka invented a new 
environmentally friendly way to scoop dog poop. 
With the right role models, any child can be a hero. 
Thirty true stories profile kids who used their heads, 
their hearts, their courage, and sometimes their 
stubbornness to help others and do extraordinary 
things.

Realistic Fiction
Fish in a Tree
Lynda Hunt

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of 
smart people. Every time she lands in a new 
school, she is able to hide her inability to read 
by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  
She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can 
you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher 
Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid 
underneath the trouble maker. With his help, 
Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and 
that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As 
her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be 
herself and the world starts opening up with 
possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot 
more to her—and to everyone—than a label, 
and that great minds don’t always think alike.

Informational 
Nonfiction

Be a 
Changemaker: 

How to Start Something 
That Matters 
Laurie Ann 
Thompson

Do you wish you could make a difference in your 
community or even the world? Are you one of the 
millions of high school teens with a service-learning 
requirement? Either way, Be a Changemaker will 
empower you with the confidence and knowledge 
you need to affect real change. You’ll find all the tools 
you need right here—through engaging youth 
profiles, step-by-step exercises, and practical tips, 
you can start making a difference today. This 
inspiring guide will teach you how to research ideas, 
build a team, recruit supportive adults, fundraise, 
host events, work the media, and, most importantly, 
create lasting positive change. Apply lessons from 
the business world to problems that need solving and 
become a savvy activist with valuable skills that will 
benefit you for a lifetime!

The more you read,
The more things you will know.

The more that your learn,
The more places you’ll go.

-Dr. Seuss

Informational 
Nonfiction

World Without Fish
Mark Kurlansky

Written by a master storyteller, World Without Fish 
connects all the dots—biology, economics, evolution, 
politics, climate, history, culture, food, and 
nutrition—in a way that kids can really understand. 
It describes how the fish we most commonly eat, 
including tuna, salmon, cod, swordfish—even 
anchovies— could disappear within fifty years, and 
the domino effect it would have: the oceans teeming 
with jellyfish and turning pinkish orange from algal 
blooms, the seabirds disappearing, then reptiles, 
then mammals. It describes the back-and-forth 
dynamic of fishermen, who are the original 
environmentalists, and scientists, who not that long 
ago considered fish an endless resource. It explains 
why fish farming is not the answer—and why 
sustainable fishing is, and how to help return the 
oceans to their natural ecological balance.



Historical Fiction
A Night Divided
Jennifer Nielsen

With the rise of the Berlin Wall, 
twelve-year-old Gerta finds her family 
suddenly divided. She, her mother, and her 
brother Fritz live on the eastern side, 
controlled by the Soviets. Her father and 
middle brother, who had gone west in search 
of work, cannot return home. When she 
receives a mysterious drawing, Gerta puts two 
and two together and concludes that her father 
wants Gerta and Fritz to tunnel beneath the 
wall, out of East Berlin. However, if they are 
caught, the consequences will be deadly. No 
one can be trusted. Will Gerta and her family 
find their way to freedom?

Sci Fi & Fantasy
Inkheart

Cornelia Funke

One cruel night, Meggie's father reads aloud from a 
book called INKHEART-- and an evil ruler escapes the 
boundaries of fiction and lands in their living room. 
Suddenly, Meggie is smack in the middle of the kind of 
adventure she has only read about in books. Meggie 
must learn to harness the magic that has conjured this 
nightmare. For only she can change the course of the 
story that has changed her life forever.

Poetry/Verse
Booked

Kwame Alexander

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel 
THE CROSSOVER,  soccer, family, love, and 
friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old 
Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles with 
problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries 
to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him 
along are his best friend and sometimes teammate 
Coby, and The Mac, a rapping librarian who gives 
Nick inspiring books to read.  This electric and 
heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame Alexander 
bends and breaks as it captures all the thrills and 
setbacks, action and emotion of a World Cup 
match!

Historical Fiction
The War That 
Saved My Life

Kimberly Brubaker 
Bradley

Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room 
apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by 
Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when 
her little brother Jamie is shipped out of 
London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a 
minute—she sneaks out to join him. So begins 
a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, 
the woman who is forced to take the two kids 
in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, 
learns to read, and watches for German spies, 
she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to 
love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their 
bond be enough to hold them together 
through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother 
fall back into the cruel hands of their mother?

Sci Fi & Fantasy
Eragon

Christopher Paolini

Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is merely a 
poor farm boy—until his destiny as a Dragon Rider is 
revealed. Gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal 
dragon, and sage advice from an old storyteller, 
Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of 
magic, glory, and power. Now his choices could 
save—or destroy—the Empire.

Nonfiction 
Memoir

I Am Malala: 
Young Readers' Edition 
Malala Yousafzai

Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the 
Taliban took control of her region. They said 
music was a crime. They said women weren't 
allowed to go to the market. They said girls 
couldn't go to school. Raised in a once-peaceful 
area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala 
was taught to stand up for what she believes. So 
she fought for her right to be educated. And on 
October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the 
cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the 
bus on her way home from school. No one 
expected her to survive. Now Malala is an 
international symbol of peaceful protest and the 
youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize winner.

Mystery
Theodore Boone: 

Kid Lawyer
John Grisham

In the small city of Strattenburg, there are 
many lawyers, and though he’s only thirteen 
years old, Theo Boone thinks he’s one of them. 
Theo knows every judge, policeman, court 
clerk—and a lot about the law. He dreams of 
being a great trial lawyer, of a life in the 
courtroom. But Theo finds himself in court 
much sooner than expected. Because he knows 
so much—maybe too much—he is suddenly 
dragged into the middle of a sensational 
murder trial. A cold-blooded killer is about to 
go free, and only Theo knows the truth. The 
stakes are high, but Theo won’t stop until 
justice is served.

Sci Fi & Fantasy
Young Adult

Maximum Ride 
Book 1: The Angel 

Experiment
James Patterson

14 year-old Maximum Ride, better known as Max, 
knows what it's like to soar above the world. She and 
all the members of the "flock"--Fang, Iggy, Nudge, 
Gasman and Angel--are just like ordinary kids--only 
they have wings and can fly. It may seem like a dream 
come true to some, but their lives can morph into a 
living nightmare at any time...like when Angel, the 
youngest member of the flock, is kidnapped and taken 
back to the "School" where she and the others were 
experimented on by a crew of wack jobs. Whether in 
the treetops of Central Park or in the bowels of the 
Manhattan subway system, Max and her adopted 
family take the ride of their lives. Along the way Max 
discovers from her old friend and father-figure 
Jeb--now her betrayed and greatest enemy--that her 
purpose is to save the world--but can she?

Nonfiction 
Memoir

Three Cups of 
Tea

Young Readers' Edition 
Sarah L. 

Thompson

The astonishing, uplifting story of a real-life 
Indiana Jones and his humanitarian campaign to 
use education to combat terrorism in the Taliban’s 
backyard Anyone who despairs of the individual’s 
power to change lives has to read the story of Greg 
Mortenson, a homeless mountaineer who, 
following a 1993 climb of Pakistan’s treacherous 
K2, was inspired by a chance encounter with 
impoverished mountain villagers and promised to 
build them a school. Over the next decade he built 
fifty-five schools—especially for girls—that offer a 
balanced education in one of the most isolated and 
dangerous regions on earth.

Mystery
The Westing Game

Ellen Raskin

A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen 
unlikely people gather for the reading of 
Samuel W. Westing’s will. And though no one 
knows why the eccentric, game-loving 
millionaire has chosen a virtual stranger—and 
a possible murderer—to inherit his vast 
fortune, on things for sure: Sam Westing may 
be dead…but that won’t stop him from playing 
one last game!

Poetry/Verse
Brown Girl 
Dreaming
Jacqueline 
Woodson

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson 
always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid 
poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an 
African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with 
the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness 
of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, 
each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, 
each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches 
for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry 
also reflects the joy of finding her voice through 
writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with 
reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and 
stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted 
writer she was to become.

Nonfiction 
Memoir

The Boy Who 
Harnessed the 

Wind
Young Readers' Edition 

William 
Kamkwamba

When a terrible drought struck William 
Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family 
lost all of the season's crops, leaving them with 
nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began 
to explore science books in his village library, 
looking for a solution. There, he came up with the 
idea that would change his family's life forever: he 
could build a windmill. Made out of scrap metal 
and old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought 
electricity to his home and helped his family pump 
the water they needed to farm the land.


