Important Dates & Information for the College-Bound Senior

September:

· Investigate potential colleges via the internet.  Some helpful websites:  

· www.collegeboard.com (use the college planning and search features)

· www.petersons.om
· www.usnews.com/college
· www.collegeview.com 
· Discuss options and plans with your parents and begin to narrow your choices.  Are you looking for a larger or smaller college?  Rural or urban? New England, or farther from home?  This is about finding the right school for you, so think about your comfort zone.

· Visit the websites of schools on your final list and preview the applications.

· Attend local college fairs and see admissions reps when they visit guidance.

· Attend College Info Night on 9/22 from 6:30-8:30 in Media Center.
· File service academy and ROTC materials/scholarship, if applicable.

· Music/Theater/Dance/Film majors look into audition and portfolio requirements.

October:

· By October 1- register for SAT (Nov. 5 testing date). Ask for your scores to be forwarded to GHS and colleges on your final list.
· 1st Guidance Meeting - review transcript, finalize college choices, turn in student and parents’ “brag sheets”, raise any questions you have about essay topics.

· Ask teachers for recommendations and deliver a copy of teacher “brag sheet”.

· Work on applications and essays- Make sure you know if any of your schools require SAT II subject area tests.

· Plan college visits and any necessary personal interviews 

· By October 15- Complete Early Action and Early Decision applications.
· Start researching scholarships and financial aid. Helpful websites:
· www.nhheaf.org
· www.nhcf.org
· www.fastweb.com
· www.scholarships.com 
November:

· Nov. 4th- Register for the ACT (Dec. 10 testing date).  Ask for your scores to be forwarded to GHS and colleges on your final list.
· Nov. 5th- Take SAT.

· Nov. 8th - Register for SAT (if you want to retest) or SAT II Subject tests (Dec. 3rd testing date).

· Turn in your counselor evaluation reports (also called secondary school reports) to Guidance as soon as you receive them.
· Nov. 30th at 6:30- Attend Financial Aid Night 
December:

· Dec. 1st- Deadline to request teacher recommendations.

· Dec. 3rd- SAT testing Date

· Wrap up applications with January-February 1 deadlines.

· Attend Alumni Reception at GHS and visit with graduates who are home for the holidays.  Ask about their college experiences.

January/February:

· Finalize your applications.
· Complete the FAFSA form and submit.
· Make sure your mid-year grades were sent and all other materials were received.

· Continue searching for scholarships.  Some other helpful websites:

· www.finaid.org 

· www.collegeboard.org (PROFILE)

· www.fafsa.ed.gov (Your fafsa application- file after 1/1/12)
March/April/May

· Review acceptances and financial aid packages with your parents and counselor.  

· Submit your deposit.

· Notify colleges you will not be accepting so they can offer admission to others.

· Take AP tests (if applicable)

· Apply for local scholarships.
Helpful Hints:

· This is a process where completing things early really matters.  If you apply well in advance of the deadline, admissions counselors have fewer applications to read and they are more likely to have time to consider your individual accomplishments, your essay, etc.  Applying before the deadline, especially to your “reach” schools, might help your chances for admission.  
· Another benefit- You will typically hear back earlier if you apply earlier.
· Timeliness matters before the application, too. Teachers and counselors can write better letters if you give them plenty of time to do so.  

· Don’t write your essays under pressure.  Ask for input from teachers, parents and others who will help with editing.

· Don’t forget to write thank you notes to admissions counselors you meet at a visit or during an interview.  It makes a difference!

· It is also considered good manners to write a brief note of thanks to teachers who write you a letter of recommendation.

· Turn in requests for Guidance to submit your materials (especially on non- Common App schools) at least two weeks in advance.  

· Take the SAT even if your college doesn’t require it.  Sometimes your scores will help with admission or qualifying for scholarships.  Colleges are telling us that the scores can’t hurt you, but they can help you.

· Consider taking the ACT even if the school doesn’t require it.  Many students who struggle with the structure of the SAT do better on the ACT.  

· Many online applications force you to use unique passwords.  WRITE THEM DOWN in an organized way and keep them in your orange folder.

· Do NOT catch “senioritis” and stop working.  All of us have seen students who were accepted to schools and then “dropped” because they received a “D” or “F” in a class. Colleges expect you to maintain the level of achievement reflected on your application.

· Be wary of online scholarship services that charge a fee.  If you have questions, email SCAMS@finaid.org or see your counselor.

